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SUNSHINE   AND   DUST

manhood and knew her gates and walls as they then we
Things must have looked like that, said we, gazing affectic
ately at the fresco and a beautiful creature at one side of
caracoling on a curly horse with marvelous trappings;
wanted to think of the Porta Camollia like that.
It's a bit bleak, now. Not all of them are; but Camollia 1
a good deal of commerce going in and out of it, and all t
motoring from Florence; and they won't let the white ox
come in with their romantic pacings, any more. It crams
the town, they say.
The oxen still go into San Gimignano, thank goodne
lighting the old vicoli with their whiteness, keeping th<
safely medieval with their slowness, for though a cattle marl
is sometimes held outside Siena's gates, that does not give t
charm of their individual progress with cart and wine-barr
or load of broom, mere thought of which rests one in th(
rapid days. . . . We moved on among the frescoes; had
thoroughly happy and rewarded time in that beautiful a:
consistent place, and went out. . . . Pinnacles were again
sunshine, and we had to stop and stare; that gold and sno
white on the blue of an Italian sky is not to be lightly pass
over, even if the whiteness might be older. The more o
sees of this cathedral, the fonder one gets of it; it's beautifi
if the real facade is in bits in the museo.
The sun shone and the wind blew, great white clouds roll
up, and we ran down the steps in great happiness. Lov<
shallow steps, and no beggar-woman there today; lovely do\\
hill lanes with their clean flat pavement. (Siena is really ve
clean.) On the steps by the Mercato there was such a ni
little flower-shop, too, full of roses and freesias; one turn
and saw them, suddenly, with the carvings of the loggia st
in one's eyes; old stone and roses. . . . From here the Camp
battlements were very jiggly on the sky; we went down
them.
For there was art here too. Outside they might fortify i
that great palazzo; inside they took the greatest pains
beautify it ... with Siena's idea of beautification, which ^